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Hell, if Easter is almost here can spring
be £ar behind? | certainly hope not! Like
most of you, I've had enough uinter to
last for a while.

My schedule hac baen a bit jammed of late,
and the time to put t%gether this news-
letter has been very difficult to come by
this month. If it it seems slightly out of
sync, | hope you'll understand.

Speaking of which, if any of you feel like
submitting an article for the ARAC Neus,
gleas.e don't be bashfull | can assure you

hat the editor-in-chief is a push over
and will publish virtually anything remotely
related to computing!

| have had several inquiries from members
Just wantina to know what others uere
doing with their machines. As a user
9Ioup, We are supposed to be a forum for
exchanging ideas. vieuws, experiences, ekc.
it i imposcible for me Eo aather such info

and anaiyize it singlehandediy! Anyone
interested?
You may have noticed on the back of this

nausletter, that we now have an "of ficsi”
club_mailina address; P.O. Box 2805, Rurora,
L 63507, Another small step in the
evolution of a user group.

At the Board meeting last wesk, we
decided ta solicit various manufacturers
ot sottuware to see if they would be willing
to submit their proarams to us for revieu
and posgible demonstration at a meeting,
The feeling of the Board is that there is
a good possibility of 3 positive reaction
from many companies. 1he worse they
could do would be to say nol

f ue arae successful in having prograns
submitted for- reviens/dencnstrstion
purpases we will need volunteers there he
goes aqain) to do the grunt work. As an
incentive, if the softuatre does not have

to be returned, it will be awarded to the
member who revieus the product and

urites up an article for the News. Is any
one interested now?
Finally. an observation or two. ! have had

saveral phone calls in the last few weeks
from members seekmg advice on printers,
word processors, DOS commands, BAEIC,
etc, etc. While [ don't mind gmn? help if |
can, from the nature of some of the
questions it is apparent that some of us
are averse to reading.

User documentation is notorious for being
only slighity lass understandable than the
instructions for building a nuclear device
in your baczement! However, i it's all that
is available, you must be prepared to bite
%ﬂe I:;ullet and actually read the darn

ingl

If that route is not enough, look into the
purchase of a program specific book
written bﬁf a thrid party author. These
are ususlly pretty good and a lot of tips
and tricks can be had for a little reading
time mvested. .

Subscribing to at least one or two good
computer magazines is another excellent
way to pick up waluable information that
ma{ prove useful one day. Pay particular
attentjon to the letters to the editor,
any help or advice articles and industry
neuws announcements. If you are having a
problam, somesone else probably is tool

"Free advice given to solve your problem

may be worth its price and no more! Try

Lo do all you can to be your own “experi’

Qur naxt meeting will be at 7:00 PM on
Thureday, March 13th in the Haubonsee
Community College Student Center. le wuill
meet upstairs in the Governor's Room.

flue to popular demand, our program will
feature s return asppearance ot
nﬁpleuorks! Glen Sheilds and | will present
the proaram, but audience participation is
encouraaed. Because Applelorks is so big,
we yill devote the rext three or four
meating proarams to cover it entirely.



his o'ﬁran} will focus on con munn%,
pelellorks for your printer, formatting
data disks, ard uord processor text
entry and editing.

The Rgrﬂ program uwill be devoted to the
data base, inCluding setting up both table
and mailing label formats. May's program
will feature use of the spraadsheet and
transfer of data between Applelorks’
various modules.

Finally, in June we hope to demonstrate a
variety of third party software for use
sith Aprelellorks to do graphing, spell
checking, mail meraqing, etc. Graphlorks,
Magallorks, Sidekick, and others are some
of the possibilities. Plan on attending all
of these meetings and learn all you can
about Apple's premiere softuare package!

finother good reason to attend the March
meeting will be to cast your vote on the
purchase of an Apple v7Cc system for the
club. We have groun to almost 30 members
now, and the treasury appears to be in
sound enough shape to stand the shock.

The primary purposes for hauing a club_
computer ares to reproduce multiple copies
of public domain softuare for the club
brary and to always have access to a

MicroTech
852-3551

Echo Disks 60¢!

SSDD-10/86.50 20/$12.50 30/$18.00
DSDD-10/87.80 20/814.50 30/821.00

Sentinel Disks 66¢!

SSDD ~ 10/87.00 20/813.50 30/820.00
DSDD - 10/¢8.00 20/%15.50 30/$23.00

34"” Nashua Disks

SS for the "Mac™ $20.00

VeriFlex Disks 90¢

SSDD-$8.00 DSDD-611.00

Disk Files

€0 disk file cese — 87.5011!¢
Roll Top file - $24.00

Pin Feed Labels

#11.00/5000 83.00/1000

Printer Ribbons

Apple DMP & ImageWriter $£5.00
Colors for above: 85.850
Special Color Peck: 6/%$24.00
Other brands, too!

Disk Notchers .00

See wa at the meeting on calll

machine for use at club meetings.

Art Shaff has been making all the public
domain copies on his own machine sinze the
AARAC was founded. khile | appreciate Art's
efforts, | don't feel it is fair of the
aroup to expect any member to wear out
fis personal equipment for the benefit of
everyone elsa. Rlso, it is usually quite a
hassle to round up a computer, monitor(s>
comggtxble printer, etc,, to use at the
meetings for demonstrations. Having our
own machine would make life much easier!

If you are getting the impression ! am in
favor of purchasing a //c, your logic
rocasses are functioning corractiyl
owever, since this is not a decicsion to be
taken liehtly, plan on attending the March
meeting and express your opinion when the
yvote is called.

Last month's meeting sau the beginning of
a new feature at ARAC gatherings. Jack
Hammond lsunched the monthly raffle with
three very nice prizes for some of our
members. . -

Robert Balchunas won a nice fipple belt
buckle, Mike NMelles picked up an Qﬁgﬂe
coffee mug fillad with VUalentine's day
candy and yours IX uon a computer
trivia game entitled FRX. Kudos to Jack
and Lois for gomnng up uwith the idea and
buving the prizes to get the raffle going.
Just make sure the President uwins often!

¥ you feel like adding a bit of excitement
to your life, be sure to see Jack or Lais
at the meeting and get some tickets. Don't
forast to have your membership card
handy! While the prizes aren't as big as
the states lottery |E?'at!), the odds are
considerably better! Besides, if enough of
you take a chance and losa, we may be
able to afford a printer for the /sc

And a mouse! And an LCD screent And ...

DISKS OF  p=mm
THE MONTH [5

If you've got any green stuff left, you
miarit want to check out the new dicks of
the month Art will have for us. A very
timely subject is addressed in The Return
of Halley's Comet, an educational disk for
youno and old. Simple explanations of the
components of a comet, along with some
nice araphics of an elliptic_orbit, where to
look in the sky to spot Halley, eta. are
covered.

A ProD03 utilities disk from the Inter-
national Apple Core offers lots of nice



3oodies to ease file selection, copving, and
ate stamping of files. Also included is a
ProDOS line editor to simplify Applesoft
programming and a disk editor which will
allos you to search, modify and gasg
d,estro% the contents of your ProDD3
disks! For the gamers out there, there
will also be another Eamon adventure.

LIGHTS, (e
CAMERA,
ACTION?

If you have a UCR, you might be Interested
in discovering the possibilities of hooking
the machine up to your computer snd
recording the action on screen. Glen
Shields and | have both been experimenting
a bit. and have discovered that it is very
eas¥ to record oraphics and 40 colunn
text displays directly off the Appie!

All you need is a "Y" adapter, such as a
Radio Shack 42-2436, and a piece of cable
with phono plugs on each end. Connect
the "Y" adapter to the video out on the
back of the Apple, reconnect the cable to
the monitor an the second cable to your
UCR'= video in jack. Then run your
favorite graphic and record it in color!

Hhy bother? Hell, Glen and | were .
nterested in the possibilites of using this
as a3 means of creating demonstration
tapes of programs for our meetings. But,
another intriguing possibility exists in
making your own %raphlc" movies, complete
uwith text titles! Severzl good eraphn:
prosrams can be used to make the
pictures for recording. Graphics Magician
and Dazzle Drau, for example, can create
the graphic pictures and then replay them
back_ta the UCR. (Dazzle Drau, bein

doubie hi-res, can only store six pictures
ori 3 diskd

Glen has created some interesting effects
bK using the Screen Magic kaleidoscopes in
the FPrint Shop. If you don't have a color
monitor, you will pro abl{ be surgrtsed at

the uvariety of color ga tarns this seldom
used module of Frint Shop can createl

If you also have a video camera, this
technique can be used to create scome
nice special effects that can be edited
yvour ouwn videos. If iou want to try and
gt real fancy, chack out some of the
araphic packagses that allow you to add
animation to the end result. ~Takel, Movie
Maker and Fantavision are all modestly
priced packages that permit you to
create your ouwn "araphic mowvies".

| haven't begun to explore all of the
poscibilities yet, but this is certainly a
novel yse of your computer! Professional
character generators to title videos cost
as much or more than your Apple and car
only produce text! You'ye_alreadg got,
most of the harduare sitting on the desk!

Urfortunately, recording of 80 coiumn
text is not as dramatic. When replaved,
the characters look a bit fuzzy and out
of focus. If we make any major break
throushs, you can read about it here!

EXTRA EXTRA!
$10 MOUSEDESK
SPECIAL QFFER
TIL MARCH 3IST?!

If you weren't at, the February meeting
yvou misht have missed the anmouncement
about a3 special disk offer! International
Solutions i1s offering a giveaway of their
MouseDesk program for a $10 <hip lng and
handling charge until-March 3ist, 1926.

MouseDask IS a program selector that
simulates a Macintosh like desktop on the
128K »7e and 7/c. allous you to take
advartage of pull-doun menus, windous and
dialog boxes with either a mouse or the
keyboard. | just received mine this uweek,
but haven't had a chance to try it yet!

MouseDesk only runs ProD0S applications,
but comes in both 5.25 inch floppy disk
and 3.5 inch Unidisk configurations. If you -
would like more information, see the March
issue of A+ magazine for a nice review of
both MouseDesk and Catalyst 3.0.

MouseDesk can be ordered from Inter-
national Solutions, P.0. Box 3541, Sarato?a,
CA 95070-1541. Tell them sauw the $10
offer in A+ magazine and be sure to ask
ou need for
1st is close!

for the proper format disk
Hurryl

your drives. March

NEW BY-LAW ALLOWS
$100 SPENDING LIMIT

ﬁ new By-Lau, Article Ul - Expenditures,

as been enacted bﬁ the Board. As
required by Article Ul - Amendments, the
new By-Law is published below.

"any expenditure of funds from the
Treasury of The Aurora Area Applz Core .
exceeding one hundred dollars ($100) must

ba approved by a vote of the membership

at a regquiar oraanization meeting.
Expencses less than this amount may be
incured by the Officers in conducting the
normal business affairs of the organiza-
tion without prior approval of the
membership.

In_either instance, adequate documentation
of expenses, in the form of recergts, .
invoices or ledger postings, shall be main-
tained by the Treasurer and made avail-
abla to the Finance Committee in conjunc—
tion with the annual audit and financial
report to the membership.”

If you picked up your Constitution last
month, you will notice this new By-lLau is
already included. This notice satisfies the
requirement of Article UL
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