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VOLUME ONE, NUMBER FIGHT

BUT HOW DOES IT WORK?

How much do you really understand about the way your tekephone
warks? Probably not as much as yeu shoutd. Cansidering the amount
of vime most peaple spend ot ihe cantraptions, this is really quitt n
disgrace, Ask guestions and make an cffort to learn and you'll be the
exception to the rule, which is bagicalty: “Safety is Stopidicy."Read on.

. Wirlng

Assuming a standard one-line fone, there are usually 4 wires that
Isad out of the fone set. These are standardly colored red, green,
yellow, and black. The red and green wires are the twa that areactually
beoked up to your centzal affies (CO). The yellow wire is sometimes
used to ring different fones oc a paity line (ie., one number, severl
families—found primarily in rurel arcas where they pay less for the
service and they dont use the fone as much), otherwise the yellow is
usually just ignored. Omn some two-line fones, the red and green wires
ane used fior the first fone number and the yellow and black are used for
the sscond line. In this casc thers must be an internal or external devios
1hat switches between the two lines and provides & hold function {such
as Radio Shack s outrageously priced 2 line and hold moduls}.

[n telephony, the green and red wites.are often referred to as tip (T)
and ring (R), tespectivaly. The tip ia the more positive of the two wires.
This naming gots back (o the okl operator cord boards where one of
the wires was the tip of the plug and the other was the ring (of the
barel.

A rotary fore (a.k.a. dial or pulse) will work fine regardless of
whether the red (ar green) wire is connected to the tip (+}ot ring (-). A
touch-tone® fone isa differcnt story, though. Tvwill nat work except if
the tip (+) is the green wire. [Some of the mare expensive DTMF [t
do have a bridge rectifier which compensates for polacty reversal,
however ) This is why under certain { nor-digital) switching squipment
you can reverss the red and gresn wires on a 1ouch-tonz® fone and
receive free DTMF service, Even though it won't break dial tone,
reversing the wires on a rotary line an a digital switch will cause the
tones to be generated,

Yokages, Etc. -

When your telephone is on-hook {i.¢., hong up) there are approxi-
maiely 48 volis of DC potential across the tip and ring. When the
handset of'a fone is lifted, a few switches close which cause a loap ta be
connected {known a5 the “local loop™ between your fane and the 0O,
Orces this happers, D carrent is able 1o flow through the fone with
less resistance. This causes a relay to energize which cauzses other OO
equipenent to realize that you wan ssevice. Eventually, you shoukd end
up with a dinttone. This 830 causes the 38 VXC to drop down inta the
vicinity of |2 vohs. The resistance of the Jeop alsa drops below the 23500
abhm level, thoagh FOC licenssd 1elephone squipmmett must have an
off-boak impedance of 500 ohms. .

As of now, you art protably saying to yourseH that this is all nics
and technical but what the hell good is the information. Well, also
sonsiler that this drop in impedance is how the CO detects that a fone
was taken off hook (picked up). In this way, they know when to start
billing the calling number, Wow what do yau suppase waukl heppen if
a device such as a Tesistor o a zener diode was placed on the calfed
party's line so that the valtage would drop just enough ta aliew talking
bt not enough to smart billing? First off, the calling party woold not be
biilledd Fior the cali nut eonversation cauld be purssed, Secondty, the CO
equipment would think that the fone just kept on ringing. The Teleo
calls this & “no-to" (10l fraud to be more specific) white phone phreaks
affectionately call this muse a black box.

: How Thest Boxes Are Built

1t's really surprisinghy czsy to buikl a device such as a black box. 1f it
werent for the amazingly high moraks inhevent in today’s society, youd
most certainly s=e more of them in use. Omly two parts are needed: an
SPST 1oggle switch and & 10,000 obir (10 K3, 34 wail wsistor. Any
electronics store should stock these parts,

.

A person would then cut 2 pieces of wire (aboul § inches long) and
attach one end ofcach wire toooe of the lerminals on the switch. Then
the K500 (standard desk Tane) woukl be turned upside down and the
cover teken off. A wire would be Jocated and disconnected from i1
tersminal, The seritch would then be brought oul the rear of the foneand
the oover replaced, Labetling the switch usually comes neat. A position
where onc receives a dial tone when picking upis marked “NORMAL".
The other side is, natrally, “FREE".

Making Them Work

When phricnds eall (usually at a prearzanged time), the person with
the black box quickly lifta and drops the reciver as fast as passible.
This stops the ringing (i not it muat be done agein) witheut stafting 1he
hilling. Thix must be done within Jess than ane second. The phon can
then be picked up with the switch in the “FREE™ position. Most phone
phreaks are wisc enwugh 10 keep theiz calls under 15 minutes m length,
grestly minimizing the odds of getting raught.

Samx interesting points: (1) If someone picks up an ¢xiension in the
callsd party's house and that fone is not set for “FREE”, then billing
will start. {2) Art old way of signailing a phriend that you wani to call
him is tomake a collest call to a non-existent person in the house, Since
the phriend will (hopefully) not acczpt the charges, he will know that
you are about 1o call znd thus prepare the black box (or vice versa). (3}
The phone company can detect black boxes if they suspect one on the
line. This is done dus ta the presence of AC voics signal &t the wrong
DC kevel! {4) The black box will not work under ESS or olher similar
digital switches since ESS does nat connect the voiet eircuits until the -
fone is picked up (and billing starws). Insicad, ESS uses an “actifici
computer genstated ring.

R|

ighep

To inform a subscriber of an incoming call, the tekeo sends 50 volts
{PK) of pulsing DC down the line (at around 15 vo 60 Hiz, wuaily 20
H7). In most fones this causes a metal armature 0 be attracted
aliernatsly between two tlectro-magnets thus striking 2 bells. Of
course, the standard bell { patented in 1878 by Tom A. Watsen) can be
replaced by a mare modern ckctronic bell or signalling devies.

Aiso, you can hzve Tights and ather similar devices i liew of {or in
conjunction withyihe bell. A simple neon light (with its eorresponding
reuistor) can simply be connected between the red and green wires
{usualfy L1 and L2 on the network bax}so that it lights up on incoming
calls.

Be advised that 90 VIDC can give auite a shock, Exercise extreme
caution if you wish to further pursue thes kopics.

Algo included in the ringing citeuit is 8 cagavitor (o prevent the DC
current from interfering with the bel! (a capacitor will pass AC and
pulsing DCwhile it will prevent strsight D from flewing—by storing
it). .

Another reason that teloos hate black boxes is because ringing ustsa
Jot of comman-control equipment in the 0O, which use a Iot of
elactricity. Thue the ringing generators are being tied up while & free
call is being made. Usually <alls that are allowed to “rng” for 2 long
period of time will be constroed as suspicious. Some officta may be sat
uptodropa treuble card for long periods of ringingand then e “no-no™
detection device may be placed on the line.

Incidentalty, the term “ring trip ™ refers to the CO procsss involved to
stop the AC ringing signal when the calling fons goes off hook.

It is sugpested that you actually dissect fomes 10 Telp you better
understand them (regardless of whether or not vou want to build ane. -
devicrs). Tt will also help you 10 bettar understand the concepts here
you actually prove them 1o yoursel. For exampke, actually take the-
voltage readings on your fone ling (2ny simple multi-tester (a musi)
will do). Phreaking and!or kaaming is an interactive process, not a
passive one! : '

{Any quesiions on the above? Write us and we i try to answer them. }
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PRIVACY LOST

'ﬂae Rige of the Computer State
by David Burrham:
wiforeword by Walier Cronkite
Vamape Bocks 5655 paperback 273 pp.
Several years ago on Sixiy Mimures, 2 segiment was presented where
all of the checks fhat umpernonhudwrmminh.islifeﬁmcm

examined, and then a fairly accurte portrit of the person’s life was
painted hy the discrete bits of information. Information like this is
called transactional infarmation and we leave huge amounts of it
behind as we live our Jives, whether in tons of paper or megahytes of
data.

In The Rise of the Compuer Seate, David Bumham says that an
event as demonstrated by the Sixey Mingres team conld happen and
many kimilar ones do oeccur. He surveys many of the ways that
computersand techmology can be used to intrude upom our privacy; the
povermmental mandates. for such iatrasion; and how, in gperal,
computer e have affected history.

Bumnham begins with & review of computer history and the
impontance of computers on our lives. While always implying a global
connection, be conoentrates upon the United States where “industries
engaged in the procesing of information... now generate about half the
GNP_" Later Burnham brings up lewal points which are supported by
exampies. He also discusses legistative battles and presidential direct-
ives both for and againet the public good. Overll, The Rise of the
Centiputer Snree reveals in technical 2nd cthical ierms how closs we are
to Oowells technocracy.

Chiistophet Evans, a peychalogist and computer scientist said that il
during the 30 years from 1945 10 1975, the ebile had developed
as fast a5 the computer, the Rolls Royee would cost §2.75, would have

henough power to push the QLE. 11 acrass the Atlantic, and would get 3

mniltion milss to the gallon.

The computer has thet amazing ability to quickly and cfficiently
move and sort through vast amounts of informatian, and this is why
they are being used inall aspects of saciety includiog the FBI, palice,
banks, phone companics, and eredit companies. They are used by most
businesses for payroll, personnel, inventory, accounting. They ans used
by most government agencics including the RS, FBI, CIA, 884,
NSA, HEW, FRB.and a large number of athers, Infact, be devatesan
entire interesting chaptcr on the National Securily Agency (NSA)
which was obviously written before The Puzzie Polace, a rather
thorough examination of the MSA wae published, (A future issue Df
2608 will ook at the NSA.)

Computers are used vo compile lists, siore dita, pay emplayess,
transier funds, make airplane resen'llmns or phl:m: calls, com-
munkate, write letters, address envelopes, detect 1 ICBM s,
price goods at supcrmarkets and depariment Blnren,telltmle and kecp
track of America's aitplanes and trains to prevent them from craghing.
There are literally millions of things computers can do to benefit
humankind.

But the most amazing of these computers are controlied by hig
government or a few corporations. Transactiona! information about
our lives is often bought and sold and traded without our pemaission.
In bank computers lie ¢opies of the checks we wrote. In our hospital
campuiers are our med ical records. |n many states, computer fikes are
kept onall pr:scnpllvemujlcme In meny law enforcement computers
li¢ arrest and conviction records, often incomplete or inaccurate as
Bumham points out.

# Cur movements can Be kept track of by looking at owr phone
charges, airline, bus, train, and car rental records, or GUr gas receipts.

» |n Piusfield. Mass. . people’s buying habits are computsrized and
compared 10 the special dose of commerciake thatare sent to only their

Tyelevigion sets. I we get supermarket credit cands, then every iterm, all

of our individua) buying habiis, can be examined

& [nformation From the 1940 census was used to round up Japanese
into-concentzation camps, W another thoughtless government wanted
to do something agaim, it wan't be hard.

# In Loa Angeles there is a registry of “undesirable™ temnts that can
be accessed far a lee. The information is often just heresay or the

opinion.ofa past !andkm:l [f the infarmation is negative, the p(ﬂ:cniﬂl
tenant is urmed dows.

= The FBI possesses the fingerprints of 66 million people in its

criminal or civil identification files.
Burnham brings up the opic of criginal reconds a lot-—about how
arrests and convictions ean follow a person, cven if a case is
disinissed. This information is availablk to liw enforcement agencies,
government personnel departnents, and private companies. These
databases of criminal reconds, which only one out of evory [ive states
have ever checked for accuracy, were created in order ta apprebend
criminals, But if these reconds are used to kecp suspecied criminals or
ex~cons out of goverremental and privaie jobs and thus keep them
unemploved, these people are praciically forced Lo return to crime.

By erass maiching files, politicians can locate key groups teappeal
10 in order 1o maks decisions or win elections. By cross matching files,
likely suspected communisis can be systematically tartured, or
customers for a new store can el jumk mail designed just for them.

In the can-anything-be-done chapter, we are lelt to hape: that some
taws or presidential orders art crewded i@ stop cross maiching of
infonmation between government agencies. Thoro art examples whers
things are dooe (and undone again} in ar effort to prescrve privacy, but
as we see much information about s is public. Until recently, the
selective serviee was aware of who got Fooe ¢ cream from Farmow'y
{2600, p. 1-45). [t wenY be tong until all of the Flintstane vitamin
preddiers wifl be buyiog up the Tist of the cabbage patch parents [rom
Coleco, Companics are always buying information about v to gainan
coanoimic advantage. Busincss cortils money and hence information.
This information grves them direct pawer and often a marketable item.
TRW and ciher lesser known credit companies sell information to
other busipesses for abaul a buck a report, but ta check your own
record in onder 1o see if the report is accuraie costs 312, Mailing lists
pass hands fike stocks on Wall Strect.

But are we threatened now? When it comes to crmnina vecocds, TRS,
and credil stuff the info is being wsed widely. The federal government ie
tightening up on documents it makes public, But aflen Mr. Burchamis
telling us what is possiblke which is not far from the actual. He doesn
stress the impariance (hat the Freedom of Information Act had which
is being guttsd by the Reagan Admmistration.

What Mr. Bumham could have dane to make his ¢asd tven mors
elfective i5 to include actual cxamples of the vast personal data and
create a small autohiography based on his owr, eredit history_ bank
records, FBE Tiles, criminal records, motor vohick reeards, collegs
recasds, and other similar soutess, He coukd hive gotten some £5perts
e cxamine ail of his transactional information and then compare itto
himself. But it*s all oght for Buomham not to do this, besause he
suggests o us that such a thing can be domne,

Bursham goes on and on ¢iling legal abuses, privacy intrusians, and
political and seanomic manipulation. The book rtads like thase old
TRW ads: “Imagine a day when...™and it ends the same way: “... Thal
day is today. Write 10 us— well tell you all about it. ™ Burnham tells us
almost all about “it™ too. He does not mention the danger o a
cornputer siate where a disgruntied employee or lintle kiddie al a
terminal can crash & hugs sysiem permsanenily, of a clever sadist can
createa viral progrant that can spread throughout adatabase and wipe

“aut (fle afier file! Bumnhari does nat mention the technologial

pioneers who hack and explore and understand the world that is
approachingand encroaching and wha warn athers of the danger, Mr,
Burnham woukd apprecigic the work of some of the people like that.
just a5 we can appreciale the warnings in his book aboul the power of
the technralogical elite.

The Rise of the Compuier Siate represenis ane of the many books
that should be read o prepare for the futurc as well as the present. Mr.
Burnham has maraged to condense an immense amount of infoom-
ation on the power and threat of computers and dala collécling
agencies. His book is well researched, but he ncods thal extra
something to retain 1he sympathy of those who have “nothing to hide™
and the interest of those who caomot relate to terms like “dchumani-
mtion™ znd “values™, The Rise of the Compuier Siade slarthes one with
& slap of hidden reality, and this is what we need now.

e .
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Big Brother No Longer Watching Miami
Auncined Pras

City officials who strred up visione of George Orwells “Big
Arother” when they instatied video cameras todeweet stréet crime have
decided the project waen't such a good idea after all,

So three years and almost 8300000 later, the city has abandoned ite
“Television Police Protection™ system, saying it failsd to mecond ane
crime.

The city had the cameras installed in February 1982 bue for
numerous technieal reasons the system wasnt turned on untit chat
Juna.

The project catled for 20 cameras to be mounted on a rotating basis
in 100 camera housings moumbed on pales, thus keeping criminals off
guard. ’

Anather larger camera was mounted atop a M-story building on
Lincoln Road to sweep the length of both strects for a broad overview.

But the system had trouble. “We had continual maintenance
problems with constant adjustment of the microwave, ™ Poliee Chiel
Kenneth Glassman said, One civilian imade 5o muoch fuss about police
wutching the monitors and not pairslling the streets that the depart-
ment weok police off the project. Anather problem was in leck of
inverest from eivitian volunteers assigned to wateh the meniters. Many
tires, cven b fow working monitors went uraatehed.

Computers Seized as Summer Games Begin
Linig K Yrwray
The home comgpurers of four Honteville, Alabama tcnagers wers
stized by the FBI last month afieran iliegal tap into NASA computers.
The unauthorized wps, according to the FBL, destroved recands and
blocked scientists fram using the computers, The FBI seized computers,
primters, floppy disks, and software that allsgedly were used to tap into
two computers ai NASA% Marshall Space Flight Cenier. They
contzined no classiled infermation, according to NASA officials.
Cecil Mases, speciatagent in charge of the FBI Birmingham office,
said an irvestigation is continuing. He said ne charges have been filsd,
bul may be later.

House: Hacking is Bad
Cammbined Pera feounees N

The Hause of Representatives has vated 195-0 for a bili that would
make il a lederal crime to gain acoess to computer memory banks
withoul permission. The legislation would combing the attack on
hackers with #n attempt to siop thase who manufaciure or possess
fraudubent credil cards or use someones credit card mumber without
his o her knowledge.

More PC Jr's., Less Z-100% for Soviets
Ehe Meve Vimk 1ipwm
The United States, 13 NATO allies and Fapan have jointly agresd 16
impose broad, new export controls.on the sale of small computers and
sophisticated telephone squipment to nstions of the Saviet bloc; The
agreement comes after two and a half years of difficult negotistions,
The accard, which was reached et the uging of the U 5. expanda the

-existing NATO cmbargo on the sak af large sophisticated comiputers

ta ingiude smaller models Lthat could have military applications. This
means that many of the more expensive personal computers now
avaitable at retail outlets in the United States will be subjeet to caporl

* comtrols in the futnrs.

Also. the agreement sets meximim ks of technological sophisti-
cation for digital switching and other telephone equipment supplied 1o
the Eastern bloc by Western corporations.

The Reagan Adminisization tonk the most restrictive line throughout
the embarge review walks, dipkumats say, with the Euppeans and
Japarsse advocating & maore lheral approach to trade with the
Communist world_The U5, though, did agret te liberatize the sale of
some less advanced computers 10 the Eastern bloc counitiss in eturn

for joint Westeen restrictions on 1he sale of certain powerful anall
Computers,

In addition, the Western pawers have underiaken to ban the expon
of “ruggedized ™ comaputers, built to withsiend rough treatrment and
thus suitabile for batiielicld use. -

Federal Express Offers “E-Mail™
Tme

Memphis-based Federal Express. which pioneersd nexi-day private
postal service, is now promizing even gremier apeed with Zaphdail, its
long-awaited version of electronic mail. Foras littk as $25 lar a issive
of five pages or kese and up to $50 for 2 maximum of 20 pages, Faderal
Express will zap letters and documents across the U5, within two
hours. nlike ather oufits, Federal Express doss not require its
custamers 1o use computer keyboands o enter messages. Instesd &
courier comes and picks it up. 1akes 1 to a Faderal Expres oflice,
where clerks feed it into a doacurnent scanmer for tranamission over kand
tings_ At the reeeiving Federal Express office, a laser printar will spew
out copics for couriers to deliver immediately. [No. this is ot

ronic mail in the bora fide sense ] The finm even vaws by gvc full
refunds i documants are tate.

ITT Wiping Out Fee

On September 1. [TT will drop the monthly service fee it charges
usars of it lsmg-distance wclephone service. The fees currently are $8 5.
manth for residential customers and 510 8 month (o business users.,
ITT alsa said it wankd introdoce discounts for high-volume callers, and
saidl it residemtinl customers would be able to reach any telephone in
the comtinenta] United States. Freviously, only 1TT's buginess
customers had nationwide calting. ITT i ranked ¢ighth among long-
distance carricrs with about 125,000 custamers.

800 Drirectories Now Available
A Friadly Infornation Opecaor

Starting in (he midd e of September, A T&T will wL last siart affering
directornics to toll-free numbers. Peeviausly, the anly way to pel such a
directory was through scanning, trashing, er buyingadirectary printed
by an outside company. There are two versians being offered. One is
forr people and sclls for $6.25 while the olher it for businesses wnd sells
for $B.75. Info can be had by calling 8002424634, 1{ that doesnt work.
frotn your anea, call 8005551212 and demand an explanation, Billing
wont be donc through your phone bill, a5 one might cxpect. “We don't
have tha: kind of capability yet,” they said to us.

Ice Cream Chain Aides Selective Service
TheTiew Yiwk Timn

The Selective Scrvice Sysiem has defended its use of a mailing list
compiled by a naticnal chain of ice cream stores Lo advise young men
hat they were Liable for drafl registration.

Homever, the government will be returning 1he computerized list of
167 000 names Lo the company.

Alcxander Hehmeyer, executive vice president and genera] counsel
of Farrell’s Ice Cream Parlor Restaurant, a chain af almost 100 ice

cream stores, said both he and the company were “upsct and outraged ™

by Lhis “act of big brother pavermment.”

For many years the retait outlels of Farrell's have had customers fifl
out a birthiday form so thai they would get birthday cards fram the
company emtitling them to frec ice cream sundass. The Sclecive
Service bought the Farrcll’s list in 1983 from a list broker in New
Jersey_ Last Octaber, the system began uging the list to mail 1,500 ta
3,500 waming cards a month 1o young men whose listed birthdays
indicated Lhey were about to tum 1%,

Besides commercial liste. the Selective Service relies on stawe
apencics that license drivers and the Deferse Depattment. which
compiles a list of high schoo! graduates..
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BE NICE TO YOUR TELCO

Over the vears, some bad things have happened to my
telephone. Onee a silly caller terminated his call bui did not
hang up. 1 called the phone company (New York Telephone)
from a2 neighbor’s phene, but they said they were unable to do
anything. They saxd they conld not even tell me whers the
caller's phone was located. Acting on a hunch, | croised my
neighborhood looking Ter pay-phones. | found the phone | was
interesied in, but it was ina locked building, and [ clearly saw
the receiver dangling. The next momning T was able to hang up
the phone, and ny phone service was back to nermal.

Another time the clever sewer workers hauled owt my trunk
and knocked out my phone. 1t was restared, but [ was not
getting any incoming service after that, The even more clever
phone man came over, dialed the Automatic Number [den-
tification, and ko and pehold [ had a new number. They fixed
that too. )

My phone company has been geoerally nice to me even
though 1 played some jokes on them, 1 suggest you donot do the
following, as 1 have dong in the past:

* Fold, spindle, and mutilate your billing card.

® Punch exira holes in it to increase your bill 510,000 or
more.

a Cross out ihe line of mumbers in magnetic ink at the . _
bottom of your bill or check, ’

& Make o1t yourcheek to a penny kss or  penny more than
what is dut.

» Order as many free phome books for as many arcas a5
possible.

# Order phone books far abscure areas covered by private
phont companies.

* When you have free checking, pay with more than one
check (10 or.20 per phone bill, for example).

& Write with thick black marker the word IFICIK a1 the
botiom of your check where the space for memos is located.

These activitie> cause the phone company to put more work
into serving you. It causes them to process your bill by hand, to
spend money printing and mailing phone books, and to read
your unfriendly message. Den 't do this or vobr rateswill goup.
{Please contact 2600 IMMEDIATELY if you know of other
abuses currently making the rounds.

READER FEEDBACK

Dhear 2600

Here's the latest info on phonc scramblers.

Phone scramblers! descramblers are a type of device which
allows ope o communicate aver the phone without anyone
being able 1o hear your conversation in between the sourct and
destination of the call. They are perfectly legal to awn and
aperzie, but there is one caich. .

{The lollowing infermation was obtained from a phreak who
worked with an ex-CIA agent—to verify the validity of this
statement.} The CLA, working in conjunction with ATLT, has
the right to legally tapup to-600 phone lines in the U.S. The way
that they are able to do this is that Belt Telephone can “test”
your line any time it likes to see if it isworking it proper order.
Under Lhe new ESS telephone sysiem, finding scramblers, de-
scratnblers isvery easyand ance you are found, an instant fils is
generated on bath the sender and the receiver of the call. They
{CLA) will also do their best to try and crack your scrambler
code, § have Been told that they arc extremely good ar this. My
advice to those of you out there thinking about building such a
device is to seek other ways and fer those of you currently using
them te stop, Using these devices is simply waving a flag to
ATET and ClA saying, *1ve got something imporiant to say,
and | don't want you to hear it.”

Agent Drange
Dear Agent: .

Thanks for the info and for the warning. While you're mosi
probably correct about the powers that be taking 2 strong
interest in any person using such a device, it seems absurd that
we should have to constantly Jive in fear of having our privacy
stripped, simply because we desire a little privacy!

We face some real problems in the near future if survelllance
conlinues to grow and not enough is dome by individuals Lo

_curk it. Technology is a deadly weapon for anyone..
Stay alive, awake, and indignant—you can't lose. Thanks fer

writing.
Drenr 2600: :

i jus1 had a horrible experience. As a faithful subscriber (o
this magazine, 1 keep all of my copies in a special loose-leal
book. This comes in very handy becanse they're not scattered
all over the house, like most other things 1 possess. But last
week, | dropped my loose-leaf book onthe fleor and of course it
opened . scatiering all of the pages here and there. Now, | have
no Lrouble piecing together the Nirst page of each issue, but |
can't remember where the other ones belong, since they don't
have any dale on them! Can you help me picce Lthem back

ngcther and take steps (o ensure that this tragedy doesn't

reocenr it the future? Thanks.
Miserable in Philadelphis
Deear MIP:

You've raised a very good point, one which we overlooked
completcly. While mast of our stories ar essentially “timeless”,
it does help to know when & certain article was printed, For this
reason, we have begun (as of this issue) t0 number our pages in
manual format. For instance, this is page 1-46 which means
Volume |, Page 46 of the year. We hope this eases the suffering.
AG far as previous issues, we will be coming om withasummary =
sheet towards the end of the year winch we'll send to all S
subscribers. We Tl try to get yours out carly. And if anyone elsc -
knows of something we've overlooked or wants to make &
suggestion, please write.

Drear 2600:

¥ working on a bock that gives the hackess’ viewpoint and
explains why he/she penetrates computer systems. | helicve
that cven though I'm currently incarcerated. 1 could ger 1
publisher 1o publizh such a book.

Fo get this viewpoint | need help. 1 need the input of peaple
who are active—the more the better, | also need the views of
people who trash systems too, Al 1've ever seen is the viewpaint
of 1he law enforoement agencies, media, business, and hackery
that are caught eic, ete. ete. [U's time yout views were heard.

What | would do is just edit letters etc. sent to me and use
these as basis lor the baok. By edit 1 mean pick the ones to be
used in their entirety. '

People interested in helping me with this can write ta me
urder handks ot pen names at the following address. Do ror
use your reaf name or address as mty maif is censored by officials
here.

John Grepp
Box 1600
Marion, IL 62959

A CORRECTION :

In cur last issuc, we erroneously gave our MCL Mall TD a=
2600, We didn't think there would be any problem in chtalning
that 1D, bt there was, The MCIE Mail computer apparently
can't handle all-digit userndunes, Our MCI Mall D therefore, i, -~
26HUNDRED. Wrlte to us there or at our mailing address or° 7
our new 1¢lex address, all of which are listed on pape one.
{Especially write to us if you can think of sny new places{o have
an address?)
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